“Impacts of Climate Change on Food Production in Western Balkan Region”
Regional workshop

9-10 March, 2011  

Hotel Majestic, Belgrade
Background:

Climate change is expected to result in increased severity and frequency of droughts and heat waves, which may cause significant impacts on several sectors in the West Balkan region. Agriculture and fisheries are the base sectors for food production, while they are also among the most vulnerable sectors to the climatic changes in the Balkan Region, with their huge water demand and narrow climatic niche. 
With the support of the Japanese Government project entitled with “Impact of Climate Change for food production in Western Balkan region” is being implemented. The project aims to review and increase the level of data availability on the projections of climate change in the region; and apply the projections to model the impacts of climate change on food production for the coming years. The project is to contribute the decision makers to acquire the knowledge and models to develop long term strategies for adapting the food production sector to the current and foreseen climate change impacts.

The project is covering several Western Balkan countries namely: Albania, BiH, Croatia, Macedonia and Serbia. Within the framework of this project country studies have been prepared focusing on the current impacts of climate change on the some selected crops as well as projected impacts based on available future climate scenarios.
Objective:
The workshop direct aim is to present and discuss the draft country studies, collecting views and advices how to formulate recommendations in a “user-friendly” way for decision makers promoting the way to shape adaptation policies in the agriculture sector and facilitating the involvement of climate change related concerns to the decision making process. 
The event is to provide with a neutral common platform where participants representing different stakeholders can freely exchange information, good practices in agriculture and water management, promoting the stakeholder dialogue and the sub-regional cooperation in the Western Balkan countries.
Participants include climate modeling and adaption experts from universities, research institutes, representatives of central and local governments, agricultural and water management related authorities, local farmer communities and NGOs.
AGENDA

March 9, Wednesday

12:00-12:30 
Registration

12:30-13:30   
Lunch
13:30-14:40    Session 1: Opening 
                       Chair: Jovan Pavlovic, REC Country Office Serbia
13:30-13:40  
Opening 


Jovan Pavlovic, REC Country Office Serbia 



Workshop objective


Zsuzsanna Ivanyi, REC

13:45-14:00 
What happened and not happened at COP 16


Zsuzsanna Ivanyi, REC

14:00- 14:20   COP16/CMP6: Impacts on climate change related activities in the future-  


importance for adaptation  

                        Danijela Bozanic, Ministry of Environment and Spatial Planning, Serbia

14:20-14:40
Climate scenarios for the SEE region 



Vladimir - Djura Djurdjevic, Republic Hydrometeorological Service of Serbia      

14: 40-17:30   Session 2:  Country case studies


Chair: Zsuzsanna Ivanyi

14: 40 – 15:10 Albanian Case Study


Abdulla Diku, Forestry Engineer expert

15:10 – 15:30 
Coffee Break 

15:30- 16:00 
BiH Case Studies

Djordje Vojinovic, REC CO BiH and Goran Trbic, Assistant                                       Professor of University of Banja Luka
16:00- 16:30 
Macedonian Case Studies

Vesela Lamvebska-Domazetova, agronomist, representative of the Rural Development Network of the Republic of Macedonia 

16:30- 17:00 
Serbian Case Studies

Branislava Lalic, Assistant professor and Dragutin T. Mihalovic             Assistant professor, University of Novi Sad 

17:00-17:30    Impacts of Climate Change on Agricultural Sector in Montenegro

            Djordjije Vulikic, Ministry of Sustainable Development and Tourism,
                        Montenegro

.
 19:00-21:00   Dinner
March 10, Thursday

9:00- 10:30   Session 3:  Adaptation policies (Group discussions) 

                      Chair: Zsuzsanna Ivanyi

· How to interpret scientific results for decision makers?

· How to shape adaptation policies at central and local governmental level, what kind of data are needed, in which forms?

· How to integrate adaptation policies to agricultural development plans and water management plans?

10:30-11:00 
Coffee Break

11:00-12:00 
Session 4: Reporting and summary of Group Discussions 

12:00-13:00   Lunch
