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Introduction

This reportconsists of two parts. In part, Aan analysis of the observed mean
temperaturdor Winter 201718 as well as an assesent- verification of SEECOF
18 temperature outlook fowinter 2017/18wnere performedat first on monthly basis
and then forthe entire Winter 20172018 season.The reference period for
comparison was the base period of 1:2DD0.

In part B an analysis of the observptecipitation forWinter 2017/18as well as an
assessment verification of SEECOHS8 precipitation outlook folWinter 2017/18
were performedinitially on monthly basis and then for the whoénter 201718
season. The reference period for comparison was the base period @007 1

Part A
1. Temperature
1.1. Analysis of theWinter 2017/18air temperature anomalies for Greece

The analysis bseasonal mean air temperatimeGreece is based on data fr@
meteorological stations distributed evenly in the couniiye Winter 2017/18 in
Greece was warmer than normal compared to the-2000 climatology.The mean
seasonal air temperature in winter ranged fronfG %o +15°C. The greatest mean
temperature valueserefound in south Aegean islands (Figure 1).
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Figure 1. Meanwinter aire mp e r a t in Greece( A C)
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Figure 2. Meane mper at ur e fon\inea2D1i7/28n Gieekeaccording
to the 197-2000climatology

The departure of mean air temperature fromritvenal values (1972000), inwinter
ranged from +2 °C to +22 °C in eastern Greece and from +0@to +10 °C in
western area@-igure?2).

December 2017 was in general a warmer than average nidwHirst half of the
month was characterized by higher air temperatures than normal, while a cold period
with low temperature values occurred at the beginning of the pleiiddof ten days
However by the end of the monthir temperaturereached its normatalue The
departures of mean monthbir temperature from the normal values 12000
ranged from nearhl.0 A C neasly 3.0A On the eastern Greece, while slightly
negative departures ranging from @ @o -0.8 A Qverefoundin the western Greece

January 2018 wasa warmer than average montfihe first ten dayswere
characterized by normal tagier than normal temperaturaad during the last ten
days air temperature rose significantifhe departures of mean monthbir
temperature from the normal values 19000 ranged frord.4 A C néady 20A C .

February 2018wvas also a warmer than average monthe T™epartures of mean
monthly air temperature from the normal values 1900 ranged froml4 AC t o
nearly 3.0A dn the easternmainland ofGreece andn Aegean islands, while the
lowest positive departures ranging from70A C neaoly 1.2A Gvere found in the
lonian islands and in th@esternmainland ofGreece



In order to quantify th@bservedseasonatemperatures in terms of cold, warm and
normalwe have usgthe percentilemethod The percentilesverecalculatedfor each
station and are based bomogenized mean temperature seriegherperiod 1960
2004.

According to percentile rankgFigure 3) very warm and extremely warm
conditions prevailed ineasternGreeceand in the Aegean island30 % of the
examined stations) during Mer 2017/18, while warm or normal conditions
prevailedin western Greece and lonian islands.
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Figure 3. Mean emperaturgercentiledor Winter 2017/2018

1.2.Verification of the SEECOF18 Winter 2017/18 temperature outlook for
Greece

The consensus statement of SEECIBFmentioned thatabove normal thermal
anomaliesverelikely to dominate the whole SEECOF regimnthe Winter 201718,
The probabilities for abovaormal temperaturé Greece wa$0% above normal,
30% around normal and2o0 belownormal(zone 2 (Figure4).
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Figure 4. Graphical presentation tiie Winter 201718 temperature outlook

Verifying the S EobtlodR Fadhsugh tesngprelatiae ttouthe €981
2010normal values theSEE COF 6 s pan becconsideriedas successiute
Greece experienced a waminter.



Part B

2. Precipitation

2.1. Analysis ofthe Winter 2017/18precipitation anomalies in Greece

The analysis of seasonal precipitation amouhtsughout Greeces based on data
from 30 meteorological stations distributed evenly in the countWinter
precipitation totals were above averagelaive to the normabase periodl971
2000) acrossthe north andnortheastern Aegean islands and the west and central
Greece ranging from2500 mm in the central areasip to nearly 550.0mm in the
lonianislandsandthewestern coastakgions(Figure5).

Figure 5. Spatial distribution ofvinter precipitation totals expressed in mm.

The winter precipitation ratios to the normal values (1200) (he normal values
are based on homogenized data semesse computed andre given in perceages
in Figure6. The analysishowed thathe winter of 201718 waswetter for thewest
and central areas as well as for the naritl northeasterAegean islandsThewinter
precipitation anomalies in these areas ranged ft8th % to 230 %{Figure 6) The
winter precipitation anomalies in the southemeas ranged from 50 % to 110 %
(Figure 6)



